
The Doors  
Are Jammed

Quick Questions

4.   How does the author use personification to describe the 
broom?

                                                                                                
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   

Frantically Pheare mashed the keypad and pushed the doors, 
but they wouldn’t open. ‘Something’s jamming them,’ he said 
through gritted teeth. 

‘We need to get them open,’ the guard behind him pointed out. 
As you may have gathered, Pheare’s second-in-command was 
one of those slightly irritating people who constantly point out 
obvious problems. ‘If the doors aren’t open, we can’t get in,’ he 
continued. 

‘Yes, I realize that, thank you, Private 
Hancock,’ replied Pheare tersely, 
shoving at the doors with all his 
strength. But the broom stuck 
through the handles on 
the other side was an 
extremely high-quality 
broom. Built to last. It 
wasn’t giving up  
without a fight.109

1.   How is Pheare feeling? Use evidence from the text.

                                                                                                
                                                                                                
                                                                                               

2.   Who was Private Hancock?

                                                                                               

3.   Find and copy one word which shows that Pheare was 
losing patience with Private Hancock.
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AnswersThe Doors  
Are Jammed
Frantically Pheare mashed the keypad and pushed the doors, 
but they wouldn’t open. ‘Something’s jamming them,’ he said 
through gritted teeth. 

‘We need to get them open,’ the guard behind him pointed out. 
As you may have gathered, Pheare’s second-in-command was 
one of those slightly irritating people who constantly point out 
obvious problems. ‘If the doors aren’t open, we can’t get in,’ he 
continued. 

‘Yes, I realize that, thank you, Private 
Hancock,’ replied Pheare tersely, 
shoving at the doors with all his 
strength. But the broom stuck 
through the handles on 
the other side was an 
extremely high-quality 
broom. Built to last. It 
wasn’t giving up  
without a fight.109

4.   How does the author use personification to describe the 
broom?

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The author describes the 
broom as not giving up without a fight, as if it is holding 

on like a person would.

1.   How is Pheare feeling? Use evidence from the text.

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Pheare is feeling agitated 
because his teeth are gritted and he is losing his patience 

because he responds to Private Hancock ‘tersely’.

2.   Who was Private Hancock?

Pheare’s second-in-command

3.   Find and copy one word which shows that Pheare was 
losing patience with Private Hancock.

tersely
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